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Abstract:

The history of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVS) has been a long and convoluted one.
Large amounts of time and money have been expended in the development, test, and
operation of UAVSs, and there have been many examples of unexpected as well as
dangerous incidents. Most expect an ever-expanding application of UAVs in both
military and commercial applications. However, the future of UAVs depends upon easy
access to public airspace and flying over populated areas. There are two major
roadblocks on the road ahead for UAVSs: an international workable regulatory
environment, and UAVSs that provide adequate airworthiness to fulfill public expectations
of air/ground safety.

This presentation examines the history of aviation, and in particular of unmanned aerial
vehicles, and then provides an overview of the present situation for UAVs. The current
state-of-the-art and the current regulatory environment are exposed. Finally, the road
ahead for UAVs is discussed.
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